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. Flst of all [ would hke to offer rny support for the candidady of Steve: Eatcheﬂ for the .
Mncrosoft Anti-Trust Compliance Comifnittee. Mr. Satcheli spems to have all of the reQUISite

_ ,_axpenence and knowledge to 'do. thejob along with the mtbstma fortltude o take on Mrcrcéoﬂ 1f

;_need be -l don’t beheve there |s A better chowe!

. Secondly b w0uld hke to voice my ob;ectlons to'the; proposbd settlement offer Thls offer
s“;a basncally a capitalation to Microsoft. There is he-effective barrler.in the agreement té
,Mucro'soft donunumg ’thelr current pracnces Let ms explam n

L "Mncrosoft argues tha'( they muat be allowed 16 contmue to Integrate thelr apphcatuons
: _';‘-.'mto'-t eir operatmg systern, ‘Whatwill the ultimate reguit: of this be? Migrosoft's complets : .
. a;‘domnnatnon of the software busingss both, operating: systems and apphcatmns Fhis wilt be
Sl :accomphshed by mcorporatmg all-of the; Microsoft applications into:the oparatmg systern. Since
7 mostnonHechnical users havi little: idea. how to eliminate programs. from their computers the . :.‘ N
v mere: abzllty i$ not enough = the. user should. have the options.presentsd to themin a: forthnght
- and direct manner forcmg the customar to make chaioes = ejther M:cfoSoft or'sbmeone else. |-
o g currently forcedda-use Mtcrosoft Wordt6 be compatlble with the rest.of the world ~ | would -
, :‘;.{rather use sOmethmg élsé as | dearly hats the' way the program works Alas, I gan't 4s Micres oft: -
. has become the default word-processor ot the world with the- notable exception of banks and iaw
a ,__‘frrms it would seefi. How did this happean.— whenever you bought a new computer afewyears NI
L eege. Micrasoft Off‘ce WaS nearly always ‘offersd as a.rio or low-cost optlon —.and:nearly- everyone e LT
oo dook it ‘The resuli rsthat chro}soﬂ fio longier has any: sffective’ compemion inthe “productivity”.
© " software’ aréna and Offies i$ no: Ionger frée —in'fact it is quite expensive. Do you thirk they’ W||| ’
back off from this type of. buslness tactcc not as Iong as 1he sun shmes and the blrds ch:rpl

e ;':'Another issue | have wlth tha propOSed séttlement is the restrlctlons that are placed cn cled
'the entmes with which-Microsoft must shire thelr’ARI's. - I the ‘explanations | have seen of the-;a._; NP
‘proposed sett]ement these entities aré restrioted to * "commercial” ventures, Implying for-prcﬁt

ﬁst_av" 5. Thls ls s:r‘npty wrong and Way too reStrictnva 4 beheva that tg be truly effectnve the. parttes
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| 'wnth Whom M;crosoft shou!d share theerPl s ahd the Ilke 'should’ be broadly defnad maybe

somethmg like “any-party or gptity that could potentially. benefit: from such mformatlon" an: other
'.words this. mformatnon should essentmny be'i in. the public domam

[ R | could g0 on and on about thie questlonable and underhanded tactics’ Mlcrosoﬁ hasused .
R overthe ysars to fur’(herthelr manopoly but |- think you see my point. This.is.a corhpany that wilt =
S stop 4t hothing to completely demmate the software:industry —-and. now they have their sights set .
on my industry — the intemnet. It wouid Indeed bg a shame if this opportumty t6-reif in thns out-of- .
. control behemoth wers 3q uandered The Justice Department fought a good ﬂght until the. L
BRI ’proposed settlement ‘please dom't maka the same mistake that former President Bush made in
.- " Iraq and stop the war before its ODJective has been reached. March:on Redmond-and don't:stop

-until the’scounidrels: are cornered and say untlel Then you need to keep a close eye or themito - .
o make sure that theymmd thelr psandqs ' B
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